24
©

412 E. Benton Street
Joliet, lllinois

_' Reverend Rodney A. Juell, STS - Interim Pastor
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Fall/ Winter Schedule
8:30 am Choir Practice
8:45 am Education Hour
9:30 am - Worship Service
Sundays of the month
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E-mail - bethlehem0412@att.net

Website - www.blcjoliet.com
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| have probably prayed more prayers today thanosmsr
day in my life.

| spent the entire day driving the back-roads thlhowest
Virginia and Virginia on my way to Richmond. Eartythe
morning | decided to pray for each and every chlirch
passed along the way. Boy are there a lot of ¢ttesralong
those back-roads! The result is that | praye@astla cou-
ple of hundred prayers today. The majority of éhos
churches were Baptist or Baptist-like. There waegood
number of Methodist and Pentecostal. A few Presiay
and Episcopal. | think two Catholic. Just onehauain.

| started out by simply making the sign of the sras an un-
spoken prayer with each church | passed, leaving the
Holy Spirit to figure out what | was praying foBut |
quickly decided that was taking the easy way odttaat |
needed pray with more specificity. So | asked riyse
“What is it that | really want to ask God to do fach of
these churches?” regardless of their denominatidhem-
logical orientation. The answer was obvious. dded to
pray that God would bless each of these churcimekstheeir
members, holding them fast in the faith once dedigeo the
saints. That is what | desire God to do for th@MIChris-
tian family. So that is what | prayed for — hundsef times.

Praying that prayer, mostly for churches in traxhs very
different from my own, had a surprising and amazffgct
on me. | came to see these churches not justtiasr‘adi-
tions,” but as brothers and sisters in Christpalis having
the same essential need — to be held fast in itediace de-
livered to the saints. The more | prayed the nh@ame to
rejoice in the presence of each of those littlerches, and to
feel a connection with them that | never would hialeif |
had simply driven by without a prayer. In the msg of
praying, “I” and all those unknown “thems” became

sad scene of a man putting trust in his richescaBse of
this, he failed to help the poor. Jesus spoke nabolut this
sad scenario. Only through the Word of God carrus in
our Lord Jesus---and not in our earthly wealth+dwerlast-
ing life.

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS

OIL

In the Old Testament, oil symbo
ized consecration to God. The templey
altar and king's heads were anointed V¥
with oil to set them apart as holy. In the
New Testament, oil often represented the Holy Spiri
Jesus and his followers were anointed for theirignin

tries (see Luke 4: 18 and Acts 10:38).

Bible Quiz

The 12 men in Jesus’ inner circle of followers had

a variety of backgrounds, but most of their occipest
are unknown. Which combination of jobs listed below
correctly matches two of Jesus’ disciples?

A. Fisherman and Doctor
B. Fisherman and Tax Collector
C. Carpenter and Tax Collector
D. Fisherman and Farmer
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"Worship for Shut-Ins" , the Lutheran TV program can now
be seen every Sunday on a new station, Comcasn€han
138 at 11:30 am (which is still TLN). It is alsees at 10:30
am on Sundays on DIRECTV Channel 377 on the Total
Christian Television network (TCT). For more infwation,
you can call toll free 1-888-286-8002 or go to thwebsite
www.worshipforshutins.org and even view recent paogs
online.

September 5, 2010 — Luke 14:25-35

“His Costly Cross”
by Rev. Daniel Brege, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Decatur, IN

The Christian's cross involves making our Christaith
even more important than our own family---which sloet
mean our families are unimportant. Because oaiparent
foolishness of the cross, the world may behold Siamns as
incompetent losers, and regard them as worthle$gto be
cast away. Christ experienced this first for uewhle was
crucified. His cross is indeed central, and Hefregr its im-
portance by rising victorious; in Him our cross béegady
been carried.

September 12, 2010 — Luke 15:1-10

“Lost and Found!”
by Rev. Karl Frincke, Concordia Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN

God rejoices - and so can we - when sinners tem 8in to
God.

September 19, 2010 — Luke 16:1-13
“Using Worldly Wealth”

by Rev. James Elsner, Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Hudson, IN

“Use worldly wealth to gain friends”, Jesus sagmunds
pretty selfish! But He has a divine purpose fowhee use
God's blessings.

September 26, 2010 — Luke 16:19-31

“Eternal Wealth”
by Rev. Daniel Brege, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Decatur, IN

The parable of “The Rich Man and Lazarus” illustsathe

strangely “we.”

Prayer is not only a means by which we participa@od’s
ordering of the universe. ltis also a means bickGod
shapes us, and forms us more fully into the imddesoSon.
And that is what God did as | prayed and travethede back
-roads of the Virginias. | came to see the chunchpody,
more fully as Christ sees it. And it is beautiful.

Pr. Rodney Juell, STS
TORD

hear our

prayers

lan Alton, Bonnie Johnson Anderson, Lela Ander$tuns-
sell Anderson, Sandra Anderson, Vera Andersoncédani
Becker, John Becker, Barbara Crum, Wanda Eastdricida
Erickson, Marv Griffin, Gertrude Hoover, Barbarddeon,
Jayne Josephson, Pastor Rodney Juell, Norma Lavkon,
tha Nelson, Lois Sandberg, Bev Smith, Fern Smitreld
Steinquist, and Anita Tomastick.

Bless the students
Dear Lord Jesus, bless the children and youth
of this nation, returning to their schools an
colleges. May your Holy Spirit enlighten the
minds, purify their vision and strengthen th
wills. Protect them as they learn in the clas
room and participate in activities outside it.
May they learn to follow in your steps, just as
you grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor wittd@nd
man. Amen.
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of every month from 9 am until 2 pm in Annive_ sarles
vV the church parlors. We have a job for eve- 4
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ryone! Please bring a sack lunch. Come
join us, lend a hand in this worthwhile cause, angy
the fellowship. Everybody is welcome! The next guil

ing day is September 23, 2010. 6 - Sam Olson
8 - Carolyn Boyd
9 - lan Alton
12 - Jane Hallihan
The Altar Guild chair for this month is Barbara Kell. 16 - Niels Kursell

17 - David Olson
23 - Laurie Farkas

5-  Lector: Bruce Kursell 25 - Jane Skuta
Lay Assistant: Bill Kursell 30 - Barbara Kursell

12 - Lector: Judy Simonich 30 - August Lewis

19 - Lector: Judy Simonich 30 - Robert Peterson

Lay Assistant: Sheryl Hudson
26 - Lector: John Lavelle

3 - Robert & Laurie Farkas
5 - Daren & Dawn Griffin
7 - Craig & Mary Lewis
8 - Buddy & Sheryl Hudson
20 - Robert & Barbara Johnson
21 - Jim & Eleanor Wrath
28 - Bruce & Debbie Goddard




FALL/WINTER SCHEDULE CHANGE
Beginning Sunday, September 12, we will be on @lir F
Worship Schedule:

8:30am Senior Choir Practice

8:30am Sunday School Music Time

8:45am Education Hour

9:30am Worship Service

Communion will be on the first and third Sundays of
every month and on Festival Sundays.

[GRES.
Choir Réehearsals

Senior Choir will begin rehearsing on Sunday, Sep-
tember 12 at 8:30am and will begin singing the amth
at services the next Sunday, September 19. We alway
welcome new members to our choir, and are happy to
have you! Please join us!

The Beloved Community

One Minnesota pastor often called the congrega-
tion he served “the beloved community.” This iscad
description for all followers of Christ. We shoudtfive
to make the church a community where love flows eas
ily and joyfully between members.

Church father Tertullian (AD 160-220) reported
that the Romans said of the first Christians, “Bew
they love one another!” Any faithful, dedicated gpoof
believers can and should be a beloved community.

The beginnings of Sunday school

Englishman Robert Raikes, born in 1735, was a
Christian layman who was pained to see unschooled
children working six days a week in factories ones.
On Sundays, children roamed the streets, oftemgett
into trouble. Most didn’t know how to read or wraed
knew nothing about Christ or the church.

As Raikes labored to reform England’s prison
system, he noticed that many children were impgsion
stirring him to action on their behalf. He arranded
halls and homes to be used for educational purpmses
Sundays, the one day children didn’t have to wbikk.
found volunteers to teach reading, writing and mash
well as the Bible and Christian beliefs.

The first Sunday school class was held in July
1780. Amazingly, by 1788 some 250,000 children were
attending such schools. This occurred despite sm0e
ple’s opposition to the education of lower-clasgdrbn.

Countless boys and girls have attended Sunday
school classes since them, thanks to Raikes, who
brought Christ’s light and love to children arouhé
world.

Holy Bible
Math

History



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
5 6Lab0r Day 7 8 9 10
Office closed

9:30 Worship service w/
Holy Communion

7pm Property Board
meeting

12Grandparents Day

8:30 Choir Practice
Sunday School music

8:45 Education Hour

9:30 Worship service

13

14

15

16

17

ews.

19

8:30 Choir Practice

Sunday School music
8:45 Education Hour
9:30 Worship service w/
Holy Communion

20

21

22

23Autumn Begins

9-2 Quilters

24

25

26

8:30 Choir Practice
Sunday School music

8:45 Education Hour

9:30 Worship service

27

7pm Council meeting

28

29

30




